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Hill 
Absentr--Excused 

Small 
Reports of Standing Committees 

Senator Spears submitted the fol
Question then recurring on the mo- lowing report of the Committee on 

tion of Senator Shivers, it prevailed. Labor: 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Van Zandt, 
the Senate, at 11 :40 o'clock a. m., 
adjourned until 10 :00 o'clock a. m. 
tomorrow. 

NINETEENTH DAY 

(Thursday, February 9, 1939) 

The Senate met at 10:00 o'clock 
a. m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called to order by President 
Stevenson. 

The roll was 
lowing Senators 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lem ens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 

·Moffett 

called, and the fol
were present: 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 
Hill Small 

A quorum was announced present. 

The invocation was offered by the 
Chaplain. 

On motion of Senator Aikin and 
by unanimous consent, the reading 
of the Journal of the proceedings of 
yesterday was dispensed with and 
the Journal was approved. 

Leaves of Absence Granted 

Senator Hill was granted leave of 
absence for today, on account of im
portant business, on motion of Sen
ator Aikin. 

Senator Small was granted leave 
of absence for today, on account of 
illness, on motion of Senator Spears. 

Austin, Texas, 
February 8, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: We, your Committee on Labor, 
to whom was referred 

S. B. No. 39, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to Amend an Act of the 
Legislature passed in 1905, entitled 
'Owners May Weigh & Etc.' Per
taining to Public Weighers and other 
Acts of the Legislature pertaining 
to the office of Pub 1 i c Weigher, 
a n d other persons e n g a g e d in 
weighing for the Public, and re
pealing all laws in conflict herewith, 
and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the- same under consider
ation, and I am instructed to report 
it back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass and be 
printed. 

SPEARS, Chairman. 

Senator Sulak submitted the fol
lowing report of the Committee on 
Towns and City Corporations: 

Austin, Texas, 
February 8, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R .. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: We, your Committee on 
Towns and City Corporations, to 
whom was referred 

S. B. No. 173, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act providing that all cities 
having a population of not less than 
1,251 nor more than 1,259 may extend 
their corporation lines for school 
purposes only, providing the rights 
of scholastic children on the remain
ing part of the common school dis
tricts shall not be affected by the 
change; prescribing the proportion 
of taxes and school debts that the 
added territory shall bear; fixing the 
duty of assessing and collecting school 
taxes; and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consider
ation, and I am instructed to report 
it back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass and be not 
printed. 

AIKIN, Acting Chairman. 
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Senate Bills on First Reading 

The following bills were introtluced, 
read se\·erally first time, and referred 
to the committees indicated: 

By Senator Brownlee (by requl'st): 
S. B. No. 174, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act regulating and controlling 
the busin<>ss or occupation, and those 
<.'ngaged in the business or occupation 
of Painting, Decorating or Paper
hanging, providing for the registra
tion of persons engaged in such busi
ness or occupation; making it unlaw
ful to Png-age in such business directly 
01· indi1·ectly without complying with 
this Act; providing for application 
for t lw issua1~ce of licenses and the 
fees therefor; providing for the re
fusa I, suspl'nsion or revoking of li
censes and the method of procedure to 
he followed at hearings and for ap
peals from the deeisions of the Board 
created; defining offenses against the 
Act and the puni~hmcnt therefor; 
defining fabe swearing under the 
Act· providinIT for the creation of 
the Statf' Boa1:<'! of Contracting Paint
lrs, Decoratt•rs and Paperhangers 
Examiners, thl' appointment, quali
fications, compensation and powers of 
th2 members of the Board, for the 
:q1pointment of a Secretary, for the 
appropriation and disposition of funds 
collt'Cted by the Board; giving the 
State Board of Health the power to 
make reasonable sanitary and safety 
rules and regulations for the conduct 
of th•' business, providing for per
manent records of the Board, pro
viding that if any part of this Act 
shall be declared unconstitutional it 
shall not affc·ct any other part there
of, and declaring an emergency." 

Referred to Committee on State 
Affairs. 

By Senator Spears: 
S. B. No. 175, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act authorizing independent 
school distrids, and cities which have 
assum<'d the control of public schools 
situated therein to build or purchase 
buildings and grounds located within 
or without the 'listrict or city, for the 
purpose of constructing gymnasia, 
stadia, or other recreational facili
ties, and to mortp.-age and encumber 
the same, and the income thereof, 
and to c>vidence the obligation there
for by the> issuance of bonds to se
cure the payment of funds to purchase 
or construct or to purchase and con-

struct the same; providing that the 
purcha~er shall have a franchise to 
operate same in case of foreclosure· 
pro\'iding that no s u c h obligatio~ 
shall ever be a debt of any such school 
district or city, but solely a charge 
upon the property so encumbered; 
providing that no ell'ction for the 
issuance of such bonds shall be neces
sary, pro,·iding that the governing 
body of any such school district or 
city may in its discretion and as ad
ditional security for such bonds, en
cumber and pledge other income and 
rev1mues accruing to th e athletic 
fund; providing that such project 
shall l:ie deemed self-liquidating in 
character: providing that the cost of 
maintaining and operating the project 
shall be a first charge against the 
revenU<'S of the project; providing 
that such bonds shall be payable from 
the net revenues of the project, to
gether with all future extensions or 
additions thereto, or replacements 
thereof; providing for the payment of 
said bonds; providing that the holder 
of said bonds shall never have the 
right to demand payment thereof 
out of any funds raised or to be 
rai~ed by taxation; providing that 
said bonds shall be approved by the 
Attorney General and registered by 
the St ate Comptroller; providing 
that no bonds authorized to be issued 
or executed after the expiration of 
one year from the effective date of 
this Act; providing that no land upon 
which is situated s ch o o 1 improve
ments shall be subject to the indebt
t>dness created hereunder; validating 
acts heretofore performed by school 
districts; enacting provisions incident 
and relating to the subject and pur
pose of this Act; and declaring an 
emergency." 

Referred to Committee on Educa
tion. 

Senate Bill 173 on Second Reading 

On motion of Senator Sulak and 
by unanimous consent, Senate rules 
31a and 48 were suspended to permit 
consideration of S. B. No. 173 at thi~ 
time. 

The' President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and passage 
to engrossment: 

S. B. No. 173, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act providing that all cities 
having a population of not less than 
1,2.51 no1· more than 1,259 may ex-
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Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 

Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

House Bill 271 on Third Reading 

tend t h e i r corporation lines for 
school purposes only, providing the 
rights of scholastic children on the 
remaining part of the common school 
districts shall not be affected by the 
change; prescribing the proportion 
of taxes and school debts that the 
added territory shall bear; fixing the 
duty of assessing a n d collecting 
school taxes; and declaring an emer
gency." The President laid before the Sen

The bill was read second time and ate on its third reading and final 
was passed to engrossment. passage: 

H. B. No. 271, A bill to be entitled 
Senate Bill 173 on Third Reading "An Act to fix the maximum rate of 

Senator Sulak moved the constitu
tional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days be suspended 
and that S. B. No. 173 be placed on 
its third reading and final passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President laid S. B. No. 173 
before the Senate on its third read
ing and final passage. 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 

Yeas-29 

Lanning 
Lem ens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 
Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 

tax to be levied for school purposes 
in all independent school districts, 
and/or independent consolidated school 
districts which include within their 
limits a city or town which according 
to the last preceding Federal Census 
had a population of not fewer than 
four thousand one hundred thirty 
( 4,130}. and not more than four thou
sand one hundred eighty (4,180) in
habitants, whether organized under 
General or Special Law; repealing all 
laws in conflict herewith, and declar
ing an emergency." 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lem ens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 
Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

House Bill 159 on Second Reading 

Senator Martin moved that the leg
islative rule adopted pursuant to Sec
tion 5 of Article 3 of the Constitu
tion, relative to the consideration of 
bills during the first 60 days of the 
Regular Session of the Legislature 
be suspended and that H. B. No. 159 
be considered by the Senate at this 
time. 
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The motion prevailed by the follow
ing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

On motion of Senator Martin and 
by unanimous consent, Sena\e rule 
:na was suspended to permit consid
eration of H. B. 159 at this time. 

The President laid before the Sen
ate, on its second reading and pas
sage to third reading: 

H. B. No. 159, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act granting permission to A. 
B. Murdock to bring suit against the 
State of Texas and 'or Highway De
partment in a Court of competent 
jurisdiction, for damages resulting 
by reason of the Texas Highway De
partment withholding a certain sum 
as liquidated damages, which is due 
and owing to the said A. B. Murdock, 
for labor and material furnished in 
the building of Texas State Highway 
No. 34 in Tarrant County, Texas; pro
viding that any judgment so recov
ered to be paid out of the funds of 
the Highway Department of the State 
of Texas; providing that if any pro
vision of this Act shall be invalid, 
the invalidity of the provisions there
of shall not be affected, and declar
ing an emergency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Question-Shall the bill be passed 
to third reading? 

On motion of Senator Martin, the 
bill was tabled subject to call. 

:!\te<;sage from the House 

A Clerk from the House was rec
ognized to present the following 
message: 

Hall of the House o"f Representatives, 
Austin, Texas, February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: I am directed by the House 
to inform the Senate that the House 
ha" passed the following bills: 

H. B. No. 47, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 2462, 
Revised Civil Statutes of 1925, as 
amended by Acts of the Forty-first 
Legislature, Regular Session, Chapter 
17, pagP 46, Section l, providing for 
the receiving, lending, and investing 
of funds of Credit Unions, and the 
regulating thereof; and amending 
Artide 2475, Revised Civil Statutes 
of 1925, as amended by Act of 1929. 
Forty-first Legislature, Regular Ses
sion, Chapter 17, page 46, providing 
for the Iendimr of the capital, deposit:
and surplus funds of the Association 
and the deposit thereof; and amending 
Article 2477, Revised Civil Statutes 
of 1!•25. as amended by Act of 192!•, 
Forty-first Legislature, Regular Se~
sion, Chapter 17, page 46, Section 1. 
providing the conditions under which 
loans may be made by Credit Union•; 
and amending Article 2484, Revised 
Civil Statutes of 1925, as amended 
by Act of 1929, Forty-first Legisla
ture, Second Called Session, Chaptl'r 
85, page 168, Section l, as amendl'd 
by Act of 1937, Forty-fifth Legisla
ture, Regular Session, Chapter 117, 
page 217, Section l, providing for re
ports to the Banking Commissioner, 
and the fees therefor, and providing 
for a penalty for failure to file such 
reports; and providing for certain 
exemptions from taxation, and de
claring an emergency." 

H. B. No. :Hl, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act making certain emergency 
apprnpriations for the General Land 
Offic<>, and <leclaring an emergency." 

The House has concurred in the 
Senate amendments to H. B. 360 by 
vote of 127 yeas and 1 nay. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. R. LINDLEY, Chief Clerk, 

House of Representatives. 

Hou~e Bills on First Reading 

The following bills received from 
the House today, were laid before the 
Senate, read severally first time, and 
referred to the committees indicated: 



SENATE JOURNAL 253 

H. B. No. 47, to Committee on 
Banks and Banking. 

H. B. No. 311, to Committee on 
Finance. 

Message from the Governor 

The President laid before the Sen
ate, and had read, the following mas
sage from the Governor: 

Austin, Texas, 
February 9, 1939. 

To the Members of the Forty-sixth 
Legislature: 
On behalf of thousands of CITI

ZENS of Texas from whom I have 
just received an avalanche of letters 
and telegrams who believe that they 
have the right to express their wishes 
to the Legislature, and acting in my 
official capacity as Governor, I desire 
to inform you that we are opposed 
to inflicting the death penalty for any 
crime. 

FIRST, because we do not believe 
the State has the moral right to take 
the life of anyone. 

SECOND, the study which I have 
made leads me to believe that ·the 
death penalty has been ineffective 
in preventing crime. 

THIRD, we believe that to substi
tute an irrevocable life sentence for 
the death penalty would more effec
tively serve to prevent crime and 
punish the criminal. 

I therefore s u b m i t to you as 
emergency legislation the subject of 
repealing the laws which authorize 
the death penalty, and substituting 
in lieu thereof an IRREVOCABLE 
life sentence. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. LEE O'DANIEL, 

Governor of Texas. 

House Bill 179 on Second Reading 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and pas
sage to third reading: 

H. B. No. 179, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act authorizing the Old Age As
sistance Commission to pay interest 
on warrants issued against the Texas 
Old Age Assistance Fund; making 
appropriations therefor; restricting 
the total amount to be paid on ac
count of any warrant issued for a 
given month; prescribing the powers 
and duties of certain State officials 
in reference thereto; prescribing the 

maximum rate of interest to be paid; 
providing that authority conferred in 
this Act shall not be limited by the 
provisions of Section 6 of Chapter 
472, Acts of the Second Called Ses
sion of the Forty-fourth Legislature; 
providing for the payment of any 
warrants issued under the provisions 
of this Act; limiting the amount of 
wauants to be issued hereunder to 
not more than Nine Hundred Thou
sand ($900,000.00) Dollars and fur
ther providing that no such warrants 
on which interest is to be paid shall 
be issued after September 1, 1939; 
making this Act cumulative of other 
laws by providing that it shall take 
precedence over any law conflicting 
herewith, an d declaring an emer
gency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Senator Redditt offered the follow
ing amendment to the bill: 

Amend H. B. No. 179 by striking 
out Sections 6 and 7 thereof and in
sert in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 6. a. It is provided that the 
Treasurer of the State of Texas shall 
call all warrants now outstanding that 
have heretofore been issued under the 
authority and provisions of Chap. 496, 
p. 2084, Acts 1936, Forty-fourth Leg
islature, Third Called Session, and he 
is directed and authorized to pay said 
warrants, together with interest there
on, out of the Texas Old Age Assist
ance Fund, according to the following 
schedule: 

On October 10, 1939 warrants in 
the amount of $130,987.00 shall be 
called and paid by the Treasurer, to
gether with interest thereon, and on 
the 10th day of each month thereafter, 
the Treasurer is directed and author
ized to call and pay the remaining 
outstanding warrants in the amount 
of $200,000.00 per month, together 
with interest thereon, until such time 
as all outstanding warrants herein
above referred to shall be called and 
paid in full, and there is hereby ap
propriated out of funds allocated in 
present and/or future laws to the 
Old Age Assistance Fund a sum suffi
cient to pay said obligations and the 
interest thereon. 

b. The Treasurer of the State of 
Texas is directed and authorized to 
call and pay all warrants that might 
hereafter be issued under and by 
virtue of the provisions of this Act 
in approximate equal monthly install-
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ments on the 10th day of the months 
May, 1940 to Septernbi;r, 1940, both 
inclusive, together with mterest there
on, out of the Texas 01~ Age Assist
ance Fund, and there is hereby ap
propriated out of funds allocated in 
present and/or future laws to the _Old 
Age Assistance Fund a sum sufficient 
to pay said obligations and the in
terest thereon. 

Section 7. (1) That the Old Age 
Assistance Commission be and is 
hereby authorized and directed to offer 
to and deliver to the holder, or hold
ers, of the warrants which may be 
issued under the provisions of this 
Act and of the warrants heretofore 
issued fot· Old Age Assistance under 
authority of Chap. 496, p. 2084, Acts 
l():J6, Forty-fourth Legislature, Third 
Called Session, and now outstanding, 
the State's obligation in the same 
principal amount, or amounts, in such 
forms and denominations as shall be 
determined by such Commission, ap
proved by the Attorney General, and 
acceptable to such holder, or holders, 
bearing interest at not to exceed 1.6 
per cent per annum or not to exceed 
the rate of interest which shall be paid 
on or on account of the warrants 
which may be issued under the terms 
oi this Act, whichever rate is the 
lower. Said obligations shall bear 
dates to be fixed by the Commission 
and shall mature exactly according to 
the schedules set out in Section 6 
hereof. 

(2) Upon exchange of the original 
warrants for the obligations autho1-
ized ht'reunder, the State Treasurer 
shall retain in his possession in escrow 
as trustee said original warrants until 
the obligations herein authorized are 
paid in full, and the holder, 01· holders, 
of such obligations, in addition to all 
other rights, shall be subrogated to 
the rights of the holders of such orig
inal warrants. Upon paynwnt of such 
obligations said original warrants 
shall be canceled by the State Treas
urer. There is hereby appropriated 
out of funds allocated in present 
and/or future laws to the Old Age 
Assistance Fund a sum sufficient to 
pay said obligations and the interest 
thereon. 

(3) Interest on such original war
rants shall be paid in accordance with 
the contract or contracts under which 
they were issued up to the date of 
the exchange for the obligations au
thorized herein. 

(4) Such obligations to be substi
tuted therefor shall be eligible to se-

cure deposits of all funds of the State 
of Texas, and of counties, cities, 
districts, and political subdivisions of 
and in the State of Texas on the basis 
of one dollar principal amount of 
such obligations for each dollar of 
deposited funds. 

(5) The Governor, State Treasurer, 
Attorney General, Texas Old Age As
sistance Commission, Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, and the Secretary 
of State are hereby directed to do 
any and all things necessary to ac
complish the purposes of this Sec
tion. 

( 6) When such obligations shall 
have been issued in accordance with 
a resolution adopted by the Texas Old 
Age Assistance Commission and shall 
have been approved by the Attorney 
General, they shall be incontestable 
and the full faith and credit of the 
State shall be pledged to their pay
ment. 

Thf' amendment was adopted. 

Senator Redditt offered the follow
ing amendment to the bill: 

Amend the caption to conform to 
changes in body of the bill. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was passed to third read
ing. 

House Bill 179 on Third Reading 

Senator Redditt moved that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days be sus
pPnded and that H. B. No. 179 be 
placed on its third reading and final 
passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing Yote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 
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Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President then laid H. B. No. 
179 before the Senate on its third 
reading and final passage. 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

Reports of Standing Committees 

Senator Moore, by unanimous con
sent, submitted at this time the fol
lowing report of the Committee on 
Game and Fish: 

Austin, Texas, 
February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: We, your Committee on Game 
and Fish, to whom was referred 

H. B. No. 30, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act amending Chapter 10, Spe
cial Laws, Forty-fourth Legislature, 
enacted in the year A. D. 1935; and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consider
ation, and I am instructed to report 
it back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass and be not 
printed. 

MOORE, Chairman. 

Senator Spears, by unanimous con
sent, submitted at this time the fol
lowing report of the Committee on 
Mining, Irrigation and Drainage: 

Austin, Texas, 
February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
ihe Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on Min

ing, Irrigation and Drainage, to 
whom was referred 

H. B. No. 316, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act validating the organization 
of Water Control and Improvement 
Districts created by authority of 
Chapter 25, Acts of the Thirty-ninth 
Legislature, and amendments there
to in any county in the State of 
Texas having a population of not less 
than three thousand, seven hundred 
and fifty (3,750) and not more than 
three thousand, eight hundred (3,800), 
according to the last preceding Fed
eral Census; and validating all acts 
of the officials in creating such Dis
tricts; and validating all bonds issued 
and all bonds voted but not yet issued 
by such Districts; validating all acts 
of the officials of said District; and 
declaring an emergency." 

Have had the same under consider
ation, and I am instructed to report 
it back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass and be not 
printed. 

PACE, Chairman. 

House Bill 316 on Second Reading 

Senator Spears moved that the leg
islative rule adopted pursuant to Ar
ticle III, Section 5, of the State Con
stitution, relative to the consideration 
of bills during the first 60 days of the 
Regular Session of the Legislature 
be suspended and that H. B. No. 316 
be considered by the Senate at this 
time. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 
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Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

On motion of Senator Spears, and 
by unanimous consent, Senate rules 
31a and 48 were suspended to per
mit consideration of H. B. No. 316 
at this time. 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and pas
sage to third reading: 

H. B. No. 316, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act validating the organization 
of \Vater Control and Improvement 
Di~tricts and validating all acts of 
the officials in cre'.lting such Districts; 
and validating all bonds issued and 
all bonds voted but not yet issued 
by such Districts; validating all acts 
of the officials of said District; and 
declaring an emergency." 

The bill was read second time and 
was passed to third reading. 

House Bill 316 on Third Reading 

Senator Spears moved that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be reatl on three several days be sus
pended and that H. B. No. 316 be 
placed on its third reading and final 
passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President then laid H. B. No. 
316 before the Senate on its third 
reading and final passage. 

The bill was read third time, and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

Message from the House 

A clerk from the House was recog
nized to present the following mes
sage: 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 
Austin, Texas, February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: I am directed by the House 
to inform the Senate that the House 
has passed the following bill: 

S. B. No. 76, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas making it unlawful 
to transport minnows beyond the lim
its of Williamson County that are 
taken from any water in Williamson 
County for the purpose of barter and 
sale and fixing the penalty and de
claring an emergency." 

(With amendments.) 
Respectfully submitted, 

E. R. LINDLEY, 
Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

Additional Signers of Bill 

On motion of Senator Brownlee, it 
was ordered that the names of the 
following Senators be added to S. B. 
No. 78 as signers thereof: 

Senators Moffett, Martin, Winfield, 
Stone of Galveston, Graves, Head, 
Lemens, Metcalfe, Spears, Aikin, Kel
ley, Beck and Moore. 
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Message from the House 

A Clerk from the House was rec
ognized to present the following 
message: 
Hall of the House of Representatives, 

Austin, Texas, February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by. the House 

to inform the Senate that the House 
has passed the following resolution: 

H. C. R. No. 34, Offering assist
ance to the Republic of Chile. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. R. LINDLEY, Chief Clerk, 

House of Representatives. 

House Concurrent Resolution 34 

The President laid before the Sen
ate: 

H. C. R. 34, Authorizing assistance 
to the Republic of Chile by the State 
Health Department. 

The resolution was read; and on 
motion of Senator Spears and by 
unanimous consent, it was considered 
at this time and was adopted. 

House Bill 159 on Passage to 
Third Reading 

By unanimous consent, Senator 
Martin called H. B. No. 159 from the 
table for further consideration at this 
time. 

The President laid the bill before 
the Senate, on its passage to third 
reading (the bill having been read 
second time and tabled subject to 
call today). 

Senator Martin offered the follow
ing amendment to the bill: 

Amend House Bill No. 159 by add
ing after the word "whereas" at the 
beginning of paragraphs first, sec
ond and third, the words "It is al
leged". 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was passed to third read
ing. 

House Bill 159 on Third Reading 

Senator Martin moved that the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days be sus-

pended and that H. B. No. 159 be 
placed on its third reading and final 
passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lem ens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 
Hill Small 

The President laid the bill before 
the Senate, on its third reading ani1 
final passage. 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 
Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

Senate Bill on First Reading 

By unanimous consent, the follow
ing bill was introduced, read first 
time, and referred to the committee 
indicated: 

By Senator Spears: 
S. B. No. 176, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to aid Conservation Dis
tricts, Navigation Districts, Con-
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scrvation and Reclamation Districts, 
Flood Control Districts, and River 
Authorities, created by the Acts of 
the Legislature of this State, in car
rying out the powers, duties and func
tions confrned upon such Districts 
and Riwr Authorities by the Legis
lature; granting and donating to such 
Dictricts and Ri\·er Authorities for a 
1w1·iod of twenty year><. Fifty (50<,;) 
per cent of all tlw State ad valorem 
tax''" for genet·al revenue purposes 
upon tlw property and from persons 
in counties comprising. in whole or in 
part, such Districts or Rivi>r Authori
ties, and declaring an emergency." 

Referred to Committee on Mining, 
Irrigation and Drainage. 

Senate Bill 33 on Second Reading 

Senator Redditt moved that the 
legislative rult• adopted pursuant to 
Section 5 of Artie le III of the State 
Constitution, relative to the consider
ation of bills during the first 60 days 
of the Regular Session of the Legis
lature, he susµended and that S. B. 
No. 3:3 be considered bv the Senate 
at this time. · 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President laid before the Sen
ate, on its second reading and pas
sage to engrossment: 

S. B. No. 33, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to require all purchasers of 
trees and timber, or either of them, 
in the form of logs. staves, shingles, 
pulp wood, or any of them to obtain 
a bill of sale therefor from the seller, 

providing what shall be contained in 
such bill of sale; providing penalties 
for violation of this Act, and declar
ing an emergency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Question-Shall the bill be passed 
to engrossment? 

On motion of Senator Redditt, the 
bill was tabled subject to call. 

Senate Bill 76 with House 
Amendments 

Senator Brownlee called S. B. No. 
76 from the President's table for con
sideration of the House amendments 
to the bill. 

The President laid the bill before 
the Senate, and the House amend
ments w e re explained by Senator 
Brownlee. 

Question-Shall the Senate concur 
in the House amendments? 

The Senate concurred in the House 
amendments by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent--Excused 

Hill Small 

Senate Bill 86 on Second Reading 

Senator Stone of Galveston moved 
that the legislative rule adopted plll'
suant to Article III, Section 5 of the 
Constitution, relative to the consid
eration of bills during the first 60 
days of the Regular Session of the 
Legislature, be suspended and that 
S. B. No. 86 be considered by the Sen
ate at this time. 

The motion prevailed by the follow
ing vote: 
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Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and passage 
to engrossment: 

S. B. No. 86, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act declaring and designating 
the Brazoria County coast line a State 
Park and dedicating it to the general 
public for use as a Texas State Park." 

The bill was read second time and 
was passed to engrossment. 

Senate Bill 86 on Third Reading 

Senator Stone of Galveston moved 
that the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days 
be suspended and that S. B. No. 86 
be placed on its third reading and 
final passage. 

The motion prevailed by the follow
ing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

The President then laid S. B. No. 
86 before the Senate on its third 
reading and final passage. 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

Message from the House 

A Clerk from the House was rec
ognized to present the following 
message: 
Hall of the House of Representatives, 

Austin, Texas, February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to inform the Senate that the House 
has passed the following resolution: 

H. C. R. No. 33, Changing the date 
for the Honorable Nathan Straus to 
address a Joint Session of the House 
and Senate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. R. LINDLEY, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

Bills Signed 

The President signed, in the pres
ence of the Senate, after their cap
tions had been read, the following 
enrolled bills and resolution: 

H. B. No. 367, "An Act to validate 
all county line independent rural high 
school districts partly situated in three 
(3) counties, the supervision of said 
schools being located in counties hav
ing a population of not less than 
eleven thousand, four hundred and 
twelve (11,412) nor more than eleven 
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thousand, nine hundred (11,900), as 
shown by the· last preceding Federal 
Census, validating the actions of the 
County School Board of Trustees of 
such counties; validating all proceed
ings and actions of said Boards of 
Trustees· providing a saving clause; 
and decl~ring an emergency." 

H. B. No. 321, "An Act amending 
Article 5139 of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of Texas (1925) by adding a 
new Article to be known as Article 
5139A providing for the establishment 
of a Juvenile Board in counties hav
ing a population of sixty-four thou
sand (64,000) inhabitants and not 
more than sixty-five thousand (65,000) 
inhabitants, according to the last pre
ceding Federal Census, providing for 
the compensation of the members of 
said Board, and declaring an emer
gency." 

H. B. No. 276, "An Act to prohibit 
~he use of any trap, seine or net of 
any kind or character for the purpose 
of taking or catching any fish out of 
the west fork or tributary of the 
Trinity River in Wise County, Texas, 
for a period of three ( 3) years from 
and after the effective date of this 
Act; prescribing a penalty therefor, 
providing, however, that this Act 
shall not prhibit the use of a minnow 
seine in such river, and declaring an 
emergency." 

H. B. No. 209, "An Act to validate, 
ratify, approve confirm and declare 
enforceable all levies and assessments 
of ad valorem taxes heretofore made 
by county line independent school 
districts, partly situated in three or 
more counties, the supervision of 
said school being located in countie& 
having a population not less than 
17,000 nor more than 17,500, as shown 
by the last preceding Federal Census, 
not in excess of a limit now provided 
by Jaw. Such levies validated are the 
same as are now on record in the 
Auditor's Division of the State De
partment of Education. Such levies 
and assessments are void or unen
forceable because the same were made 
and adopted by resolution, motion, or 
other informal action, and because 
of the failure of the governing body 
of such districts to appoint the prop
er and statutory Board of Equaliza
tion; and which are unsufficient and 
void; or unenforceable on account of 
technical irregularities in the manner 
of preparing the books and reports 
of Assessors assessing such prop-

erty; and all equalizations of said 
valuations, etc., and declaring an 
emergency." 

H. B. No. 201, "An Act to amend 
Section 1 of Article 269lb, Chapter 
XI, Title 49 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas of 1925, as enacted 
by the First Called Session of the 
Forty-second Legislature, and being 
found in the Acts of 1931, Chapter 
XXXIX, at page 83, by providing for 
the addition thereto of Lamar County, 
and declaring an emergency." 

H. B. No. 192, "An Act amending 
Article 2350 (4) of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended 
by Chapter 277, Acts of the Forty
fifth. L~rislature of Texas, Regular 
Session. 

S. B. No. 132, "An Act providing 
for the construction, maintenance and 
operation of hospitals in Counties 
having a population of not Jess than 
17 ,600 and not more than 17, 700 
according to the United States Census 
of 1930; providing for the levying of 
a direct tax of not more than ten 
cents on the valuation of $100.00, by 
the Commissioners' Court, for the 
purpose of constructing, maintaining 
and operating such hospital; authoriz
ing and empowering the Commis
sioners' Court to lease any County 
Hospital to be operated by the lesseP 
under such terms and conditions as 
may be satisfactory to the Commis
sioners' Court and the lessee, and 
declaring an emergency." 

H. C. R. No. 29, Authorizing the 
State Highway Department to lend 
scarifier, for use on County roads, to 
Grimes County, Texas. 

Senate Bill 109 on Second Reading 

Senator Van Zandt moved that the 
legislative rule adopted pursuant to 
Section 5 of Article III of the State 
Constitution, relative to the consider
ation of bills during the first 60 days 
of the Regular Session of the Legis
lature, be suspended and that S. B. 
No. 109 be considered by the Senate 
at this time. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 

Yeas-29 

Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
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Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 
Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 

Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and pas
sage to engrossment: 

S. B. No. 109, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act declaring all motor vehicle 
registration or license plates to be 
the property of the State Highway 
Commission of Texas until duly or 
lawfully purchased for use upon a 
motor vehicle owned by the purchaser 
thereof; declaring it unlawful for any 
tax assessor-collector, tax collector 
or other officer to sell, transfer, con
vey or otherwise deliver any registra
tion or license plate for any considera
tion other than the full value thereof 
paid in lawful money, except in cer
tain cases; declaring that any viola
tion of the provisions of this Act 
shall constitute a misdemeanor and 
prescribing a punishment upon con
viction; declaring the terms of this 
Act to be severable; repealing all 
laws in conflict herewith; and declar
ing an emergency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Senator Van Zandt offered the fol
lowing amendments to the bill: 

(1) 

Section 1. That Section 1 of House 
Bill No. 6, Chapter 88, page 172, Acts 
Forty-first Legislature, Second Called 
Session, as amended by House Bill 
No. 32, Chapter 23, page 151, Acts 
Forty-first Legislature, Fifth Called 
Session, be amended so that the same 
shall read as follows: 

"Section 1. Definition of Terms. 
The following words and terms, as 
used herein, have the meaning respec
tively ascribed to them in this Section, 
as follows: 

(a) "Vehicle" means every device 
in, upon, or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or 

drawn upon a public highway except 
devices moved only by human power 
or used exclusively upon stationary 
rails or tracks. 

(b) "Motor Vehicle" means every 
vehicle, as herein defined, that is 
self-propelled. 

(c) "Motorcycle" means every mo
tor vehicle designed to propel itself 
on not more than three wheels in con
tact with the ground. 

(d) "Truck-tractor" means every 
motor vehicle designed or used pri
marily for drawing other vehicles and 
not so constructed as to carry a load 
other than a part of the weight of the 
vehicle and load so drawn. 

( e) "Farm-tractor" means every 
motor vehicle designed and used pri
marily as a farm implement for draw
ing other implements of husbandry. 

(f) "Road-tractor" means every 
motor vehicle designed or used for 
drawing other vehicles or loads, and 
not so constructed as to carry a load 
independently or any part of the 
weight of the drawn load or vehicle. 

(g) "Trailer" means every vehicle 
designed or used to carry its load 
wholly on its own structure and to 
be drawn by a motor vehicle. 

(h) "Semi-trailer" means every ve
hicle of the trailer type so designed 
or used in conjunction with a motor 
vehicle that some part of its own 
weight and that of its load rests upon 
or is carried by another vehicle. 

(i) "Commercial motor vehicle" 
means any motor vehicle other than 
a motorcycle designed or used for the 
transportation of property, including 
every vehicle used for delivery pur
poses. 

(j) "Passenger car" means any mo
tor vehicle other than a motorcycle 
or a bus as defined in this Act de
signed or u s e d primarily for the 
transportation of persons. 

(k) "Department" means the State 
Highway Department, or its duly au
thorized officers or agents. 

(1) "Owner" means any person, 
firm, association of persons or cor
poration holding the legal title to a 
motor vehicle. 

(m) "Public highway" shall in
clude any road, street, way, thorough
fare or bridge in this State not pri
vately owned or controlled for the use 
of vehicles over which the State has 
legislative jurisdiction under its po
lice power. 

(n) "Motor bus" shall include every 
vehicle, except those operated by mus-
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cular power or exclusively on station
ary rails or tracks, which is used in 
transporting persons b <' twee n or 
through two or more incorporated 
cities an<l or towns and 1 or villag·es 
for com11cnsation (or hire), whether 
operated over fixed routl's or other
wise; except such of said vehicles as 
an' opernted exclusivl'ly within lhe 
limits of incor11orate<l citiPs and/or 
towns or suhurban additions to such 
towns. 

( o) "Farm-traikr" means evPry 
"trailer" as defined in sub-section (g) 
her•!in clesig1wd and used 11rimarily 
as a farm vt>hick. 

(p) ""Farin - ~e111i - trailer'' 1neans 
eve1v ~e1ni-traik•r a~ definPd in suh
s.·cti;>n ( h) herl'in dPsig·1wd and used 
primarily as a farm Vt>hicle. 

(q) By "op<•rated or movpcl tt-m
porarily upon the hig:hwa:-.·s" is meant 
thP opt·ration or conveying between 
difft>rent farms, and the operation or 
<·onvevance fron1 the o\vn~r':-:; farn1 to 
the place wht•re his farm produce is 
prcpan•d for markl't or whl•rp same 
is actually n1ai:keted and rdurn. 

Ser. 2. That Section 2 of House 
f:ill No. 6, Chapter );R, pag·e 17~. Acts 
F\irty-tirst LegislaturP, St'CotHl Callee! 
Ses<inn, as amendl'd liy Housl' Bill No. 
:;~,Chapter~:~. pa!Tl' i51, Acts Forty
first Leg·i,Jature, Fifth CallPd Sl'ssion, 
he amPnded so that tlw sanll' shall 
herPafter read as follows: 

"Section 2. Evt:>ry ow1H·r of a rno
tor vehick, trailer or scmi-t1·aill'r 
used or to he used upon the public 
hig-hways of this State shall apply 
l'ach year to the State Highway De
partment through the County Tax 
Collector of the countv in wh.ich ht' 
resiclPs for the registration of each. 
such vehicle owned or controlled by 
hi111 for thP c·nsning or current regis
tration y <'a r or urwxpirt><l 11ortion 
thereof; 11rovich•d, howc·ver, that cor
porations, either foreig·n or clomPstic, 
authm·ized to do business in Texas, 
may register motor vPhicles, trailers 
or sf'mi-traik·rs ow1wd lw such cor
porations in the county i;1 which the 
principal office of such corporation 
b lnaintained, 01· in any c:ountv in 
which such corporation ·ha s n;ain
tained a liona fidP agency for at least 
<ix months immediately prior to such 
i·egistration and in which it does 
reg·ularly operate such motor vehicle, 
trailer or semi-trailer; provided fur
ther that owners of farm tractors, 
farm-trailei·s, farm-semi-trailers, and 
implements of husbandry operated 

or moved tem11orarily upon the high
ways shall not be required to regis
ter such farm-tractor, farm-trailers, 
farm-semi-trailers, or implements of 
husbandry; provided, however, that 
such farm-trailers and farm-semi
trailers are operated in conformity 
to all provisions of the law save and 
except the ref)uirements as to regis
tration and license; and providing 
further, that the exemptions as to 
registration and license; and pro
viding further, that the exemptions 
of this Section shall not apply to any 
farm - trailer, or farm-semi-trailer 
when the gross weig·ht exceeds 4,000 
11ouncls; provided that no farm-trailer 
01· fa1·m-semi-trailer with metal tires 
:<hall l:e 1wnnittecl to operate at a 
speed in <'xcess of fifteen ( 15) miles 
1wr hour; an<l provided, further, that 
the excm11tions of this section shall 
not a11ply to any farm-trailer or farm 
s<>mi-trailer with steel tin•s of a width 
of less than three inches operating 
in exce"s of fifteen (15) miles per 
hour; and providing further, that the 
exc·rnption in this Section shall not 
apply to any farm - tr a i I er or 
farrn-sl'mi-traikr when the same is 
usc·d for hire, provided, however, it 
sh a 1 I be unlawful to operate any 
trailer or semi-trailer at night with
out a rl'ar r<'d light or reflector.'' 

SPe. ::. That section 2a of House 
Bill No. :12, Chapter 23, page 151, 
Acb of Forty-first LPgislature, Fifth 
( 'alkd Session, he and the same is 
hcn·by repc•alecl. 

S1·e. 4. That House Bill No. 6, 
Chaptl'r ~8, page 172, Acts Forty-first 
LP1.dslatUl l', Sl•cond Called Se;;sion, as 
amended by House Bill No. :32, Chap
ter 2:~. page 151, Acts Forty-first 
Leg-islaturl>, Fifth Called Session, be 
amended h_,. adding- between Section 
2 and Section 3 of said ChaptPr 23 
four new spctions to be designated as 
SPctions 2a, 2b, 2c, and 2d, and to 
re a cl as follows: 

"S0ction 2a. Every motor vehicle 
rpg·istration or license plate in the 
Statt• nf Texas is hereby declared to 
he th<' propPrty of the State Highway 
Dt·partnwnt of the State of Texas 
tmlil dul:-.· and lawfully purchasr<l by 
a pC'rson, fi.rn1, agsociation or per
sons, or corporation to be used on 
his or its own motor vehicle, and it 
shall immediately bPcome the duty of 
the Department of Public Safety upon 
receipt of notice from the State High
way Department giving the name and 
address of the person, license plate 
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numbers, and a description of the 
motor vehicle for which the license 
plates were issued to repossess the 
license receipt and to seize and re
move from such motor vehicle, wher
ever found, all license plates issued 
in violation of this provision, and to 
forthwith return .such license plates 
and license receipt to the State High
way Department at Austin, and no 
Tax Collector, Tax Assessor-Collector 
or other officer shall thereafter reg
ister any motor vehicle from which 
license plates have been removed by 
the Department of Public Safety, as 
above provided, except upon payment 
of the full year license fee provided 
herein plus any penalty which may 
be by law provided." 

"Section 2b. It shall be unlawful 
for any Tax Assessor-Collector, Thx 
Collector or other officer charged with 
the duty of selling or distributing 
such registration or license plates un
der the laws of the State of Texas 
or for any other person to sell, ex
change, transfer, convey or otherwise 
deliver any such registration or li
cense plates to any person, firm, cor
poration or association of persons 
for any consideration other than the 
full value thereof as fixed by the law, 
paid in lawful money of the United 
States." 

"Section 2c. Any Tax Assessor
Collector, Tax Collector or other of
ficer charged with the duty of selling 
or distributing such registration or 
license plates under the laws of the 
State of Texas or any other person 
who shall sell, exchange, transfer, 
convey or otherwise deliver any such 
motor vehicle or license plates in vio
lation of the provisions of this Act 
shall be guilty of unlawfully dispos
ing of such registration or license 
plates and shall be guilty of a mis
demeanor and upon conviction shall 
be fined a sum of not less than $200.00 
nor more than $500.00 and each such 
sale of a license plate shall constitute 
a separate offense. Venue for the 
prosecution of any Tax Assessor-Col
lector, Tax Collector, officer or any 
other person for the violation of any 
of the provisions of this Act is hereby 
fixed in Travis County, Texas, in the 
proper Court having jurisdiction." 

"Section 2d. Violation of any of 
the provisions of this Act by any Tax 
Assessor-Collector, Tax Collector or 
other officer charged with the duty 
of selling or distributing license 
plates under the laws of the State of 

Texas shall constitute official mis
conduct in office and shall be sufficient 
grounds for the removal of said officer 
from office as provided by law." 

Sec. 5. If any section, sub-section, 
paragraph, clause, or sentence of this 
Act for any reason be held invalid, 
such invalidity shall not affect the 
remaining portions of the Act, and 
the Legislature hereby declares that 
it would have enacted such remaining 
portions of this Act despite such in
validity. 

Sec. 6. All laws or part of laws in 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. The repeal or amendment 
of all, or any part, of any law of 
this State by the enactment of this 
Act, shall not affect or impair any act 
done, or right vested or accrued, or 
any proceedings, suit, or transaction 
had or commenced in any cause be
fore such repeal or amendment shall 
take effect; but from such act done, 
or right vested or accrued, or prose
cution had or commenced, shall re
main in full force and effect to all in
tents, as if such law, or part thereof, 
as repealed or amended, had remained 
in force. No offense committed and 
no liability, penalty or forfeiture, 
either civil or criminal, incurred prior 
to the time when any such law, or 
part thereof, shall be repealed or 
amended by this Act, shall be dis
charged or affected by such repeal or 
amendment, but prosecutions and 
suits for such offense, liabilities, pen
alties or forfeitures, shall be insti
tuted and proceeded with in all re
spects, as if such prior law, or part 
thereof, had not been repealed or 
amended. 

Sec. 8. The public importance of 
the purposes sought to be accom
plished by this Act creates an emer
gency and an imperative public neces
sity requiring that the Constitutional 
Rule providing that bills shall be read 
in each house on three several days 
be, and the same is hereby suspended, 
and that this Act shall take effect 
upon the passage thereof, and it is 
so enacted. 

(2) 
Amend the bill by striking out all 

before the enacting clause and in
serting in lieu thereof the following: 

"A bill to be entitled, an Act to re
peal Section 2a, House Bill No. 32, 
Chapter 23, page 151, Acts 41st Leg
islature, 5th Called Session, and to 
add new Sections to be known as Sec-
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ation of bills during the first 60 days 
of the Regular Session of the Legis
lature be suspended and that S. B. 
No. 68 be considered by the Senate 
at this time. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 

.Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and pas
sage to third reading: 

S. B. No. 68, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 2199 of the 
Revised Statutes by adding thereto 
provision for reading from the court 
reporter's notes; repealing conflicting 
law; and declaring an emergency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Senator Van Zandt offered the fol
lowing amendments to the bill: 

(1) 

Amend Senate Bill No. 68 by strik
ing out the following words between 
the first and second semi-colons of 
the printed bill: 

tions 2a, 2b, 2c, and 2d, and to amend 
Sections 1 and 2 of House Bill No. 6, 
Chapter 88, page 172, Acts of the 
41st Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 
as amended by House Bill No. 32, 
Chapter 23, page 151, Acts of the 
4 lst Legislature, 5th Called Session 
to provide a definition of "Owner"; 
providing that corporations author
ized to do business in Texas may reg-
ister their motor vehicles, trailers, or 
semi-trailers in the county in which 
the principal office of such corpora
tion is maintained or in any county in 
which such corporation has main
tained a bona fide agency for not less 
than six months immediately prior 
to registration, and in which it does 
regularly operate such motor vehicle; 
declaring all motor vehicle license 
plates to be the property of the State 
Highway Department until duly and 
lawfully purchased for use upon a 
motor vehicle owned by the purchaser 
thereof and requiring the Department 
of Public Safety to repossess the li
cense receipts and seize and remove 
plates issued contrary to the provi
sions of this Act and providing the 
manne1· of registration of such ve
.1icles from which plates have been 
removed; declaring it unlawful for 
any Tax Assessor-Collector, Tax Col
lector or other officer or any other per
son to sell, transfer, convey or other
wise deliver any registration or license 
plates for any consideration other 
than the full value thereof, paid in 
lawful money of the United States; 
declaring that any violation of the 
provisions of this Act shall consti
tute a misdemeanor, and prescribing 
the punishment therefor upon convic
tion, fixing- venue of such prosecU'
tions in Travis County, Texas; de
claring the terms of this Act to be 
severable; repealing all laws in con
flict; pro-<iding for the continuance 
of all prosecutions under prior law, 
and declaring an emergency." "if there be such reporter and his 

Question-Shall the amendments be notes can be read". 
adopted? 

On motion of Senator Van Zandt, 
the bill, with pending amendments, 
was tabled subject to call. 

Senate Bill 68 on Second Reading 

Senator Van Zandt moved that the 
legislative rule adopted pursuant to 
Section 5 of Article III of the State 
Constitution, relative to the consider-

(2) 
Amend Senate Bill No. 68 by strik

ing out the words "from and after 
its passage" in Lines 33 and 34 of 
the printed bill and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

"on and after January 1, 1940". 

The amendments were adopted sev
erally. 
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On motion of Senator Van Zandt, 
the caption was amended to conform 
to changes in the body of the bill. 

The bill then was passed to en
grossment. 

Senate Bill 68 pn Third Reading 

Senator Van Zandt moved that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days be sus
pended and that S. B. No. 68 be 
placed on its third reading and final 
passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

The President then laid S. B. No. 
68 before the Senate on its third 
reading and final passage. 

The bill was read third time and 
was passed by the following vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Bums 
CoHie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lem ens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

House Concurrent Resolution 33 

The President laid before the Sen
ate the following resolution, received 
from the House today: 

H. C. R. 33, Changing the date for 
the joint session to hear an address 
by Hon. Nathan Straus. 

The resolution was read, and by 
unanimous consent, it was considered 
at this time and was adopted. 

Senate Bill 69 on Second Reading 

Senator Van Zandt moved that the 
legislative rule adopted pursuant to 
Section 5 of Article III of the State 
Constitution, relative to the consider
ation of bills during the first 60 days 
of the Regular Session of the Legis
lature, be suspended and that S. B. 
No. 69 be considered by the Senate 
at this time. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Le mens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Absent-Excused 

Hill Small 

The President laid before the Sen
ate on its second reading and pas
sage to engrossment: 

S. B. No. 69, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act withdrawing from appear
ing party review in Court of Civil 
Appeals by means of writ of error; 
and declaring an emergency." 

The bill was read second time. 

Senator Van Zandt offered the fol
lowing (committee) amendment to 
the bill: 

Amend Senate Bill No. 69 by strik
ing out the words "from and after its 
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passage" in Line 24 of the printed 
bill and insert in lieu thereof the fol
lowing: 

"on and after January 1, 1940". 

The amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Senator Van Zandt, 
the caption was amended to conform 
to the change in the body of the bill. 

The bill then was passed to en
grossment. 

Senate Bill 69 on Third Reading 

Senator Van Zandt moved that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days be sus
pended and that S. B. No. 69 be 
placed on its third reading and final 
passage. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Grave~ 
Hardin 
Head 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Ml'tcalfe 
Moffett 

Yeas-29 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

Hill 

Absent-Excused 

Small 

The President then laid S. B. No. 
6ll before the Senate on its third 
reading and final passage. 

The bill was rc>ad third time and 
was passed. 

Record of Votes 

Senators Beck, Spears, Shivers and 
Burns asked to be recorded as voting 
"nay" on the passage of the bill. 

AdYance Printing of Bills 

On motion of Senator Moffett, it 
was ordered that S. B. No. 167 be 
printed in advance of its considera
tion in committee. 

On motion of Senator Shivers, S. 
B. No. 21 was ordered printed in 
advance of its consideration in com
mittee. 

Relative to Printing of Bills 

Senator Stone of Washington asked 
unanimous consent of the Senate that 
the Chairman of the Committee on 
Public Printing be authorized to have 
bills mimeographed instead of printed 
whenever in his judgment it is more 
economical to do so. 

There was no objection offered, and 
it was so ordered. 

Executive Session 

At 11 :45 o'clock a. m., the Presi
dent announced that the hour here
tofore fixed for an executive session 
of the Senate had arrived. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was directed 
to clear the floor and galleries of all 
those not entitled to attend the execu
tive session and to close all doors 
leading from the Senate Chamber. 

After Executive Session 

At the conclusion of the executive 
~ession, the Secretary of the Senate 
reported to the Journal Clerk that 
the Senate had rejected the following 
report: 

Austin, Texas, 
February 6, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: We, your Committee on Nomi
nations of the Governor, to whom 
was referred the following nomina
tion: 

To be Life Insurance Commission
er (term beginning February 10, 
Hl09): 

Truett Smith, of Tahoka, Lynn 
County. 

Rav~ had same under consideration 
and recommend that same be in all 
things confirmed. 

SHIVERS, Chairman. 

In Legislative Session 

The President called the Senate to 
order, as in legislative session, at 
12:10 o'clock p. m. 
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Senate Bill on First Reading 

By unanimous consent, the follow
ing bill was introduced, read first 
time, and referred to the committee 
indicated: 

By Senator Graves: 
S. B. No. 177, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 3118 of 
R. C. S. of 1925, Article 3134 of 
R. C. S. of 1925, and Article 3139, as 
amended by S. B. No. 60, Chapter 15, 
Acts of the First Called Session of 
the Fortieth Legislature, as amended 
by S. B. No. 153, Chapter 264, Acts 
of the Regular Session of the Forty
fifth Legislature, so as to provide for 
the equal representation of men and 
women on political party precinct, 
county and state conventions and 
executive committees; repealing all 
laws or parts of laws in conflict 
herewith, a n d declaring an emer
gency." 

Referred to Committee on Privi
leges and Elections. 

Message from the House 

A Clerk from the House was rec
ognized to present the following 
message: 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 
Austin, Texas, February 9, 1939. 

Hon. Coke R. Stevenson, President of 
the Senate. 

Sir: I am directed by the Honse 
to inform the Senate that the House 
has concurred in Senate Amendments 
to H. B. No. 159 by a vote of 114 
ayes and 1 nay. 

I am directed by the House to in
form the Senate that the House has 
concurred in Senate Amendments to 
H. B. No. 179 by a vote of 140 ayes 
and 0 nays. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. R. LINDLEY, Chief Clerk, 
House of Representatives. 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Van Zandt, 
the Senate, at 12:15 o'clock p. m., ad
journed until 10:00 o'clock a. m., next 
Monday, February 13, 1939. 

TWENTIETH DAY 

(Monday, February 13, 1939) 

The Senate met at 10:00 o'clock 
a. m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called to order by President 
Stevenson. 

The roll was called, and the fol
lowing Senators were present: 

Aikin 
Beck 
Brownlee 
Burns 
Collie 
Cotten 
Graves 
Hardin 
Head 
Hill 
Isbell 
Kelley 
Lanning 
Lemens 
Martin 
Metcalfe 
Moffett 

Moore 
Nelson 
Pace 
Redditt 
Roberts 
Shivers 
Small 
Spears 
Stone 

of Galveston 
Stone 

of Washington 
Sulak 
Van Zandt 
Weinert 
Winfield 

A quorum was announced present. 

The invocation was offered by the 
Chaplain. 

On motion of Senator Aikin, and 
by unanimous consent, the reading 
of the Journal of the proceedings of 
Thursday, February 9, 1939, was dis
pensed with and the Journal was ap
proved 

(President Pro Tempore Moore in 
the Chair.) 

Senate Bills on First Reading 

The following bills were introduced, 
read severally first time, and referred 
to the committees indicated: 

By Senator Roberts: 
S. B. No. 178, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act providing that in all coun
ties having a total population of not 
more than fifteen thousand, seven 
hundred and twenty-five (15,725) and 
not less than fifteen thousand, seven 
hundred and fifteen (15,715), accord
ing to the last preceding Federal 
Census, and at the same time in all 
counties having a scholastic popula
tion of not more than five thousand 
and fifteen ( 5,CH5) and not less than 
five thousand and thirteen (5,013) ac
cording to the scholastic census of 
1938-1939, any elementary school dis-


